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My Assessment and Overview / Mulitmedia Apps. & Tools
Week 1 / Learn About This Class
I was thrilled with creating my own blog.  
I enjoyed meeting some new people.
My essay was a little weak, but I wasn’t sure exactly what I was writing about.  After learning so much about multimedia, if I had to write it again, it would be much better.

Week 2 / Computing in the Cloud
The blog topic was very interesting.  I had no idea what the “cloud” was before this lesson.  I had heard the term, but never really gave it much thought.  Like I said in my blog, I will not change much of what I do online because I am in a comfort zone with it.  I don’t care to put my life out there like some people do.
I enjoyed researching for, and writing, the essay about “The Dark Side of the Cloud”.  It was really something to think about how far we have come in our digital world.
Trying to make heads or tails out of the copyright laws was not fun.  Creative commons is a little easier, but there are so many variables involved, it was hard to get a good grasp of much of it.  I will stick to using original material, like I always have, so I don’t have to worry about it.
I had a hard time with the copyright podcast with Collette Vogele.  The hosts were all over the place making it difficult to listen to and comprehend.  I got more out of the CNet Video.
I think if the laws were simplified and worded differently, everyone could benefit; artists could protect their original works, courts would not be so tied up with frivolous litigations, and ideas could be expanded by up-and-comers without fear.  Imagine how much more creative works would, and could, be published!

Week 3 / The Internet is Only 5000 Days Old
I really loved the Kevin Kelly video!  He is quite the prolific speaker.  The Ted Talks website has such a wealth of information; I will be visiting it often.  When put in the context of the number of days, 5000 days doesn’t sound very long.
I enjoyed the ranting about bad sites and then finding sites with comparable content that were made well.
This week was all good.  I didn’t find anything about it that was not enjoyable.
It is important to always be able to “think outside the box”.  If no one did, there could be no technological or social evolution.

Week 4 / Creative Commons
The blog assignment to talk about creative commons was interesting.  I had a much easier time understanding this form of licensure than copyright laws.  
The assignment of researching consensus web sites was an eye opener.  I did not realize that was what these types of sites were called.  Having done an interview with an Associated Press reporter and seeing all of the links to the same information on many, many different web sites, I did not realize why there were so many places to read different versions of the same story.  Now I understand.  I enjoyed the research and the articles posted by classmates.
Consensus sites allow for expansion of information.  Whether that information is acceptable and/or believable is up to the reader.  

Week 5 / Tech Toys and Photo Editing
This week was fun.  Checking out sites and videos showing some of the latest tech toys was very interesting.  I especially enjoyed the videos about the Siftables and Pleo.  The video about the singing Elvis was weird.
I was amazed by the artwork of David Lanier.  Who would have thought art could be created on such a small device?  My favorite piece was the staple puller.  I didn’t like that it was referred to as “useless” because I use one on a daily basis to remove hundreds of staples from paperwork so it’s a valuable tool to me.  
Week 6 / Plagiarism, Fair Use & Copyrights
This week was provocative.  It was a tough call to figure out if Shepard Fairey exercised good judgment with the Obama poster.  I understood what both sides were saying.   However, I don’t think he violated fair use because he did not do it for financial gain, which he later realized, so he should have given credit to the original photographer and the Associated Press as a result.  Had he done so, I think creative commons could have been applied.
After viewing the videos on Plagiarism, it became even more unclear what the laws are governing copyrights.   They were very odd and funny, but memorable.
The articles and photographs of painting, a.k.a. graffiti, created by street artists was awe inspiring.  I grew up in a city where that kind of art is common and have seen some really nice work.  It’s not something I could ever do which only increases my appreciation of it.
The animated GIF assignment was fun.  I enjoyed making them and enjoyed reviewing and writing about the features on the sites that make them possible.  Lunapic will be a favorite for a long time to come.  I have already used it a few times on personal photos.

Week 7 / Kindle and Audio Rights, Animated Text & Typeography
The Amazon Kindle; what a wonderful invention!  When they improved upon the first version and created the Kindle 2, it became even more wonderful.  For a visually impaired individual, it opened a whole new world for them so they could enjoy books they never could before.  I think Roy Blount, Jr. is way off base by thinking the Author’s Guild should be getting anything from it.  I think it’s just another stab at a frivolous lawsuit and should be left well enough alone.
Creating animated text GIF’s was interesting and fun.  I got really involved with this assignment and created a lot of them.  Like last week, I also enjoyed reviewing and writing about the sites that made them possible.  Webestools.com turned out to be a favorite, but they were all good in their own way.  There was one I had a hard time navigating because of all the ads, but the end result was still good.
Typography is an important subject.  Font design matters because it allows for words to be expressed in a variety of ways instead of just being typed onto a page with plain fonts.  Fun, serious, happy, angry; all are forms of expression that are hard to put on paper and get across accurately.  It was interesting to discover how many there are, and to know people are always creating new ones.
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I enjoyed looking at good and bad presentations and reading about what “not” to do when creating one.  I also enjoyed reviewing and writing the essay about different presentation sites.  I have PowerPoint on my computer, but have never used it, so this was an especially enlightening week.  I had no idea there were so many free presentation sites.
The partner web review was not my favorite assignment.  In fact, I can honestly say it was my least favorite.  It is difficult to look at someone else’s site and make judgments about what they have done.  The way I perceive something is most assuredly different than someone else’s perception of the same thing.  Poor spelling and sentences that run together for lack of punctuation are really peeves of mine.  The site I had to review was wrought with these things, but the content was admirable.  I tried to give sound advice for corrections and put it in a positive context.  It was very difficult to do.

Week 9 / Vlogging vs. Blogging
I have seen many videos but never knew the term “vlog” before this week.  Creating a vlog to put on my blog and/or website was interesting, but difficult at the same time.  I am not someone who likes to be on that side of a camera, so I had a hard time with it, but I managed to get through it.  I definitely prefer blogging over vlogging.
I did enjoy writing about the process I went through to create my vlog.

Week 10 / Road Vlogging & Screencasts
We did more vlogging, but this time took it on the road.  I like to sell decorated pens at craft fairs, as do my two youngest girls, and this assignment fell right onto a week we were doing just that.  It was perfect timing!  The discussion we had was about how we planned, produced and edited our videos.  

Week 11 / Podcasting / testing, testing…can you hear me now?
This week was all about podcasting.  I really enjoyed this.  The “Podcasting for Dummies” web page was very helpful.  We discussed the process involved with creating one and were given a choice of media to use on our blog page about this subject; blogging, vlogging or podcasting.  I chose to blog.  
We also searched for podcasts that piqued our interest and posted them in the discussion forum so we could share our finds with each other.  My search brought me to podcasts by Dennis Miller.  I really enjoy listening to his humor and love his views on a lot of subjects and issues.
A well done podcast could be invaluable to someone who is visually impaired.  


Week 12 / What the Long Tail Means to Me
We read an article and watched a video on the Ted Talks website by Chris Anderson, founder of Wired Magazine.  The book and video were created in 2006 so were slightly dated, but they were right on target.  We then posted to our blogs what we thought of what he had to say, and what stood out as having changed since he created the article and video.  
The “Long Tail” is about how marketing the lesser known items, companies, etc. can be very successful if done with the right media.  Amazon.com has been very successful doing this.  Being a website, they have a seemingly endless inventory so brands and products that would not normally get the attention of the masses have the same chance to become popular as the more widely known brands and products.  
I had much personal experience with this.  I remember when calculators were a hot commodity, but the market became saturated with them after a few years.  Now they are given away and used for the marketing of other products and services.  I don’t like to buy the latest technology because of trends like this.  I like to wait and see what happens first.  I do my best to resist the “clever” marketing tactics employed by manufacturers of the “latest and greatest” items.  The effects of the “Long Tail” should be heeded by companies that want to succeed.


Week 13 / Generation “F”?
The assigned reading was an article by Gary Hamel who is allegedly an expert in business management.  He titled this article “The Facebook Generation vs. The Fortune 500”.  He made many statements that contradict my thinking about company hiring practices.  I got the impression that he was encouraging companies to hire kids that were up-to-date with the latest technology devices, whether or not they had a formal education.  He seemed to lean towards social media as one of the tools that is important to the success of a company.
I don’t agree totally, but I do think companies that are not up-to-date with technology will suffer over time.  I still believe in getting a formal education.  I think the article should have been titled something more appropriate like “Fortune 500 Growth via The Facebook Generation” because it’s the next generation that will determine the direction of today’s companies; and the generation after that, and the one after that…

Week 14 / Do(not) Re-mix
The discussion for this week was based on an interview with Lawrence Lessig by talk show host Stephen Colbert about a book he wrote in 2009 concerning copyright law.   Lessig claims that because copyright laws are the way they are, our kids are becoming criminals, unknowingly of course.  Colbert drew a “Snoopy” inside the cover, scribbled on the cover, and asked Lessig if he could claim the book as his own.  Lessing said he was fine with that.
I didn’t like it.  I don’t think that a few little scribbles and drawings should allow someone to claim another person’s work as their own.  To create something new based on someone else’s idea would be ok.
Colbert dared audience members to re-mix his show.  There are lots and lots of videos on YouTube that show just that.  Because they used his image and statements, he should be credited for them, but the videos I watched were well done and entertaining.  He gets a lot of benefit from them as well because it’s like free advertising for him; of course he doesn’t mind!  What an ingenious way to do it.
Again, I think copyright laws are just too intense and need to be simplified. 

In summary, it all boils down to the one constant we all have to live with; change.  It happens to everything, everywhere, every second of every minute of every hour of every day.  Sometimes it’s a slow transition and sometimes it seems to happen like a flash in the pan.  The inevitable thing about technological change is that it is simply inevitable.  It is important to our intellectual growth as a society to keep up yet always remember where we came from.  The total future is not ours to know…only to try and shape as best we can.
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