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Fauxtography vs. Photography
	I decided to manipulate the image of the rockets using ArcSoft.  First, I eliminated the rocket on the far left because I only wanted three for my idea.  I edited out the lines circling the obvious similarities.  I also edited out the fence posts.  I added blue and red to the ends of the fire coming from the first and third rockets.  I imagined this photo for a story that claimed the United States had developed a technology regarding firing sets of three rockets at a time.  Once the three rockets hit their targets, an electronic signal would be sent.  This would then translate into the shape and colors of the American flag, flashing on the command post computer screen signaling success.
	How many people would believe this type of story?   It’s hard to say, but I’m sure there would be plenty out there who would.  I was always taught to believe little of what I read and even less of what I hear. 
I think Photojournalists must have a tough job.  It is frustrating for me, most times, to get that “just right” photo.  Sometimes I think I did but when I go back through my shots, discover the shot I thought I had wasn’t as good as I thought it was.  I have often had to resort to photo manipulation to get something from the shots I did get to resemble what I wanted.  I imagine photojournalists experience this on a much bigger scale, and since their photographic abilities are their job security, it’s extremely important for them to get it right.  In some cases, minor manipulations are necessary; but I think in most cases, they are not.  
I thoroughly enjoyed the video, “How Photography Connects Us”.  I especially enjoyed the story about lion seals.   This was a great example of excellence in photojournalism.   I believe photographs enhance communication in ways mere words cannot so they are a very important part of any story.
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